
May 29, 2025

THE KRAVIS CENTER 
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Presenting Sponsor



From our 2025 President
Dear Leadership Palm Beach County Family,

What a year it has been - EPIC in every sense of the word!

As we celebrate the EPIC Engage Class of 2025, honor our Leadership 
Excellence Award nominees, and reflect on the impact we’ve made 
together, I’m filled with love, pride, and gratitude.

This year, we:
• Launched our new signature event, Vibes & Tides
• Awarded six scholarships to students in our Grow program
• Initiated a bold new branding campaign
• Updated our bylaws to strengthen our operations
• Partnered with Nonprofits First to create a third-party impact study to 

evaluate the reach of our Community Impact Projects
• Expanded interactive skills programming across Focus, Grow, and 

Engage

These milestones reflect the power of purposeful leadership and the 
dedication of our incredible Leadership PBC family.

A heartfelt thank you to Lori and her amazing team, the Board, and our 
Executive committee - your support, hard work, and belief made all of this 
possible. You have so much to be proud of and I will forever be thankful for 
the privilege to serve with you this year.

As I pass the torch to incoming president James Garvin, I do so with deep 
appreciation for this community and excitement for what’s ahead.

Stay involved. Keep showing up. Our impact is only just beginning.

With gratitude,
Kimberly Lea
President, Leadership Palm Beach County
2024–2025
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Thank you to 
the 2025 Celebration Committee 

Co-Chairs
Carrie Browne

Penny Price Payne

Leadership Palm Beach County welcomes 
Legends of Leadership (Past Presidents) 

who are present this evening.
Keely Gideon Taylor

2023-2024

Mike Bauer
2022-2023

Thomas Bean
2021-2022

Lisa Johnson
2018-2019

Nancy Proffitt
2016-2017

Deborah Stewart
1997-1998

Jim Sugarman
1998-1999

Committee
Cheryl Baldwin
Natalie Carron
Jessica Clasby
Katie Edwards
Denise Mariani

Alex Martinez-Slaton 
Lindsey White

Staff
Lori Nocito

Shanine Dorta
Heidi Reever







Agenda

Welcome

Executive Director’s Remarks

Celebration Presenting Sponsor 
Remarks

Engage Presenting Sponsor 
Remarks

President’s Remarks

Announcement of President’s 
Award Recipient

Engage Forward Toast

Welcome to the Engage Class of 
2026

Graduation of Engage Class of 
2025

Announcement of 2025 
Leadership Excellence Award 
Recipient

Closing Remarks

Tara Cardoso & Corey Saban
Class of 2023

Lori Nocito
Leadership Palm Beach County

Mike Bauer
Roger Dean Chevrolet Stadium

Jeffrey Fine
iTHINK Financial

Kim Lea
Palm Beach State College

Kim Lea
Palm Beach State College

R. Audy Johnston, Ph.D
Keiser University

Lori Nocito
Leadership Palm Beach County

Jessica Clasby
Florida Sugar Cane League
Wil Romelus
Digital Vibez

Sergio Mariaca
Mariaca Wealth Management

Carrie Browne and Penny Price 
Payne



Congratulations to the Leadership Palm Beach County
Engage Class of 2025

Jackson Autry
Everglades Equipment Group

Ellen Baker
The School District of Palm Beach 
County

Kristen Bardin
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Palm 
Beach County

Chelsea Bellew
Goldberg Segalla, LLP

Caitlyn Bergman
Palm Beach North Chamber of 
Commerce

Deaina Brown
The Law Office of Deaina M. Brown, 
PLLC

Diane Buhler
Friends of Palm Beach

Janet Butts
The School District of Palm Beach 
County

Ashley Cacicedo
The City of Fort Lauderdale

Elizabeth Clark
Children's Services Council of Palm 
Beach County

Nicole Coates
Village of Wellington

Allison Conyers
Children’s Services Council of Palm 
Beach County

Jo Anne Davis
J. Lowe Diversified Service, Inc. 

Tennille DeCoste
DeCoste Consulting & Associates 
LLC

Jeff DeMario
Vita Nova, Inc.

David Dolan
The School District of Palm Beach 
County

Michelle Duchene
JMorton Planning and Landscape 
Architecture

Wilneeda Emmanuel
Palm Beach County Attorney's 
Office

Steven Eshelman
Jupiter Medical Center Foundation

Monique Fabio
1909

Jonelle Feeney
Florida Power & Light Company

Christy Fox
The City of West Palm Beach, and 
Self-Employed

Paul Fulks
Wharton-Smith, Inc.

Lindy Harvey
Spirit of Giving

Erica Henn
Junior Achievement of the Palm 
Beaches & Treasure Coast

Queen Hinkle
Word of Life International 
Fellowship



Congratulations to the Leadership Palm Beach County
Engage Class of 2025

Bailey Hughes
The Hands and Feet

Allison Jimenez
Hanley Foundation

Amy Kemp
Florida Power & Light Company

Greg Langowski
The City of Westlake and U.S. Senator 
Marco Rubio

Matthew Lenihan
Palm Beach State College

Tami Lustig
Alpert Jewish Family Service

Allyson Maharaj
Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida, Inc.

Vijay Mishra
South Florida Water Management 
District

Dana Munson
The Kravis Center

Katherine Murphy
NAMI Palm Beach County

Taylor Musumeci
iTHINK Financial

Calvin Odero
The University of Florida-IFAS 
Everglades Research & Education 
Center

Jocelyn O'Neill
Loxahatchee River Environmental 
Control District | River Center

Cristina Pantaleo
Lush Dog Resort

Samuel Pasley
Education Foundation of Palm Beach 
County

Corrine Penska
The Related Companies, L.P.

Tyrina Phillips
The Lord's Place

Anta Plowden
Gunster, Yoakley, & Stewart P.A.

Nicole Poundstone
CITY Furniture

Whitney Powell
Cole, Scott & Kissane, PA

Adam Ramsey
Socialite Vision

Tim Reever
Robinson Entertainment/Legends
Radio

Brieana Salter
The LupieGirl, Inc.

Pamela Schanel
ICF

Alyson Seligman
The SBS Agency

Aimee Shaughnessy
PATHOS

Malcolm Sommons
FL Legislature

Brannan Thomas
U.S. Sugar

Megan Wiston
Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County



About the Leadership Excellence Award

The award celebrates individuals who are living examples of 
the vision and mission of Leadership Palm Beach County 
and who reflect values of connecting and collaborating with 
fellow leaders and being a catalyst for positive change.

Graduates of Leadership Palm Beach County’s Engage 
program are eligible for this award, which is given annually 
at Leadership Celebration. Alumni are invited to nominate 
the graduates whom they believe best exemplify the 
qualities of Leadership Excellence, and each year’s recipient 
is selected by a diverse group of LPBC alumni.

The award is presented to an individual who has worked 
outside their assigned job description and delivered results 
above and beyond the mission for their organization that has 
resulted in connections, collaborations, and ultimately 
positive change in our community.

Leadership Palm Beach County
Leadership Palm Beach County, Inc., is an educational 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization designed to foster 
awareness of community issues and promote efficient 
communication and cooperative relationships between 
existing and emerging community leaders. Leadership 
PBC’s stated mission is to educate and unite leaders to build 
a better community. Initiated in 1983 through a collaborative 
effort of the local Chambers of
Commerce, Leadership PBC has prepared over 2,000 
graduates for enhanced community leadership roles.

Leadership Palm Beach County’s 
Leadership Excellence Award was 
created to recognize exceptional 
graduates of Leadership Engage: 
men and women who have made 
significant and notable contributions 
to better our community. 



Previous Leadership Excellence Award Recipients

2024 LEA Award: Lisa Johnson

2024 President’s Award: Deborah Stewart

2023 LEA Award: Maria G. Marino

2023 President’s Award: Bary S. Berg

2022 Nonprofit Sector: James Gavrilos

2022 Private Sector: Michelle Diffenderfer

2022 Public Sector: Chelsea Reed

2022 President’s Award: Jessica Cecere

2021 Nonprofit Sector: Brian Edwards

2021 Private Sector: Stephen Basore

2021 Public Sector: Dorritt Miller

2021 President’s Award: Renee E. Layman

2020 Nonprofit Sector: Laurie George

2020 Private Sector: Rita Barreto

2020 Public Sector: Erica Whitfield

2020 President’s Award: Sally D. Chester

2019 Nonprofit Sector: Kate Watt

2019 Private Sector: Kimberly Lea

2019 Public Sector: Lt. Patricia Brown

2019 President’s Award: Victoria Chouris

2018 Nonprofit Sector: Owen O’Neill

2018 Private Sector: Eddie Stephens

2018 Public Sector: Bobby Powell, Jr.

2018 President’s Award: Eric Hopkins

2017 Nonprofit Sector: Dr. Robert Rease

2017 Private Sector: Frank Compiani

2017 Public Sector: Priscilla Taylor

2017 President’s Award: Dari Bowman

2016 Roberta Jurney

2015 Michele Poole

2014 Jim Sugarman

2013 Patrick McNamara

2012 Eric Hopkins

2011 Rev. Pamela Cahoon

2010 C. David Goodlett, Jr.

2009 Wendy Sartory Link

2008 Hon. Sharon R. Bock

2007 David H. Baker

2006 Gale G. Howden

2005 Don W. Chester







2025 Leadership Excellence Award Nominees



2025 Leadership Excellence Award Nominees



2025 Leadership Excellence Award Nominees



2025 Leadership Excellence Award Nominees



Engage Forward, formerly called Civic Engagement Projects, empowers 
class members from the Engage program to take active roles in the 
community through partnerships with local nonprofit agencies. Engage 
Forward connects nonprofit organizations with Engage Program class 
members to actively collaborate on finding solutions to issues facing their 
organization or the community they serve. Selected organizations (and 
those they serve) will be the beneficiary of an infusion of manpower, 
creativity, connections, and effort. 

Engage Forward projects will be highlighted in communications and 
events to our alumni throughout the year. The impact of these class 
projects has historically been significant and of lasting benefit to the 
participating organizations. There will be a collaborative workshop on 
June 19 to review this opportunity, learn best practices, create project 
ideas from your supplied issues, and learn how to generate successful 
project proposals. In order for your project to be considered for Engage 
Forward, at least one representative from your organization must attend 
this workshop.

Proposals are due back to Leadership PBC no later than July 11. 
Proposals will then be judged to be presented to the class. The class will 
then select the projects that they wish to support.

For more information, visit leadershippbc.org/ef-rfp.



2025 ENGAGE FORWARD PROJECTS

CROS Ministries

Team Members: Jeff DeMario, Calvin Odero, Dana Munson, Jocelyn 
O’Neill, Kristen Bardin, Deaina Brown, Megan Wiston, Aimee 
Shaughnessy, Pam Schanel, Nicole Poundstone.

What They Did: This project contained two parts – to create a volunteer 
manual and a volunteer video to modernize, streamline, and make more 
efficient its volunteer intake process.

Love, Hope & Healing, Inc.

Team Members: Queen Hinkle, Tyrina Phillips, Anta Plowden, Amy 
Kemp, Ashley Cacicedo, Lindy Harvey, Malcolm Sommons II, Diane 
Buhler, Whitney Powell, Caitlyn Bergman.

What They Did: Conceptualize and host a one-day summit featuring 
workshops, panel discussions, mentorship opportunities, and resources 
fairs in an effort to reduce youth incarceration, increase education 
attainment and foster positive community engagement.



Bella’s Angels

Team Members: Allyson Maharaj, Alyson Seligman, Bailey Hughes, 
Corinne Penska, Cristina Pantaleo, Erica Henn, Greg Langowski, 
Katherine Murphy, Sam Pasley, Steve Eshelman, Tami Lustig, Tennille 
DeCoste

What They Did: Conceptualize and host a day of connection, education, 
and community where local businesses, nonprofits, and government 
agencies offering services for individuals with diverse special needs and 
illnesses can be showcased. 

HOW Foundation

Team Members: Janet Butts, Allison Jimenez, Ellen Baker, Elizabeth 
Clark, Allison Conyers, Nicole Coates, Michelle Duchene, Wilneeda 
Emmanuel, Paul Fulks, Jonelle Feeney, Taylor Musumeci.

What They Did: Collaborated with CSAP staff and physicians to develop 
and refine the content for a brochure detailing their services and how to 
access their program and developed a comprehensive distribution plan, 
identifying key schools, medical practices, and community organizations 
for brochure dissemination.

2025 ENGAGE FORWARD PROJECTS



2025 ENGAGE FORWARD PROJECTS

Habitat for Humanity of Greater PBC

Team Members: Michael Lenihan, Vijay Mishra, Tim Reever, Monique 
Fabio, Dave Dolan, Jo Anne Davis, Adam Ramsay, Chelsea Bellew, 
Brannan Thomas, Jackson Autry.

What They Did: Plan and execute a "homeowner reunion" event, 
bringing together all Habitat homeowners in Palm Beach County. 
Deliverables included an inclusive event plan, an executed reunion 
event, and a comprehensive report of data and stories gathered. 







Executive
Kim Lea
President

James Garvin
President-Elect

Keely Gideon Taylor
Past President

Teresa Miller
Secretary

Rhonda Rogers
Treasurer

Telsula Morgan
Legal Counsel

Board
Gurbir Aulakh
Kathy Burstein
Jessica Cecere
Jessica Clasby
Trudy Crowetz
Peter Cruise
Charles Duval
Bonni Funt
Rachelle Litt
Denise Mariani
Deana Pizzo
Corey Saban
Paul Shalhoub
Ofelia Utset
Lindsey White
Lee Williams
2024 Class Liaison,
Stephanie Slater Goldfuss

Leadership Palm Beach County
Board of Governors





Leadership Palm Beach County Thanks all Past Presidents:

1984-1987 Barry Berg
AA 1985-1986 Stormet Norem
AA 1986-1988 Anne Byerlein

1987-1988 James Crews
AA 1988-1990 Gale Howden

1988-1989 Jerry Flanders
1989-1990 Carole Cleveland

1990-1991 Dan Shorter
AA 1990-1992 David Baker
1991-1992 Gary Frechette
1992-1993 Jonathan Frost

1993-1994 Bill Pfeifer
1994-1995 Sally Chester
1995-1996 Dari Bowman
1996-1997 Diane Carlino

1997-1998 Deborah Stewart
1998-1999 Jim Sugarman

1999-2000 Robert Bertisch
2000-2001 Kahart Pinder
2001-2002 Dave Luhrsen
2002-2003 Robert Boike
2003-2004 John Fumero

2004-2005 Anthony Lofaso
2005-2006 Michele Gurto

2006-2007 Dorothy Bradshaw
2007-2008 Marty Rogol

2008-2009 Brian Edwards
2009-2010 Laura Cunningham

2010-2011 Ron Harbison
2011-2012 Tom Jensen

2012-2013 Monte Resnick
2013-2014 David Greene
2014-2015 Tammy Clarke

2015-2016 Kim Jones
2016-2017 Nancy Proffitt

2017-2018 Charles Frazier
2018-2019 Lisa Johnson
2019-2020 Robi Jurney
2020-2021 Vicki Chouris
2021-2022 Thomas Bean

2022-2023 Mike Bauer
2023-2024 Keely Gideon Taylor
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